
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Today we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper. You are invited to bring to worship whatever bread and 

drink you have available in your home to join us in Communion, trusting that God can do mysterious and 

miraculous things with ordinary objects like bread and juice and in ordinary places like our own homes. 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE “This is My Father’s World ” — arr. Franklin D. Ashdown Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Perrine Passante 

 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: The world belongs to God 

All:   the earth and all its people.  

One: How good and lovely it is 

All:   to live together in unity. 

 

MUSIC   Meditation on SANDON, “God of Our Life”    (page 8 below)  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Peter Leibensperger 

One: The One who pardons, heals, and strengthens all who repent calls us to name  

our failings and our hopes. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Holy God, we bear your holiness.  How hesitant we have been.  How timid has been our 

voice.  How doubting has been our heart.  We have hidden your holiness in low self-esteem. We 

have feared the stranger more than trusted your promise. We have narrowed the Good News to 

the personal and avoided confronting the evil that dwells in structures and practices.  Forgive 

us.  Empower us with courage to bear your holiness into all the world. Amen.  

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: The God who made you and knows your every thought hears you now and  

forgives you all your sin. 

You have been redeemed through Jesus Christ, 

God’s Son, our Savior, who is Alpha and Omega, all in all. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
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SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 

abundance.  Call us again to your banquet.  Strengthen us by your Word and Spirit, transforming 

us into a people of righteousness and peace.  Amen.    

    

SCRIPTURE   Mark 1:29-39 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 

Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and 

took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.  

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the 

whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and 

cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the 

morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And 

Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is 

searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the 

message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 

message in their synagogues and casting out demons.  

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S GREETING    

 

MUSIC “Romance for Trombone and Piano” — William Grant Stills 

  Matthew Vaughn, trombone; Mark Cole, piano 

 

SERMON  “Who is Jesus?” Rev. Passante 
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We Respond in Faith  
 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  A Celtic liturgy designed by John Philip Newell 

Great Creator Spirit, from whom all life comes forth: here we gather again with bread and juice 

seeking your presence, longing once more to be nourished, hungering for wholeness in our 

lives, for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 
 

Here we gather with bread and with juice, but with more than bread and juice. 

With everything that we see and sense around us, with visible and invisible energies that pulse 

with life, we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation. 
 

Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness. 

Into our sickness came the medicine of grace. 

Into our fear came the revelation of love. 

Christ born among us, 

One of us, 

Child of heaven, 

Son of womankind, 

Bearer of forgiveness, 

Healer of our nature, 

Restorer of wisdom, 

Liberator of the oppressed, 

Rejected by the religious, 

Scorned by the state, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Heart of humanity, 

Soul of creation, 

Lamb of God. 
 

Come upon us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and upon this bread and this juice, that they may 

be vibrant with your presence, nurturing what is deepest within us, and making us again one 

body. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ.  
 

Hear us now, O God, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us:  
 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Distribution of the Elements 

Breaking of the Bread 

For on the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to God, broke it 

and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me!” 

Pouring of the Cup 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to them 

saying: “Drink this, all of you. This cup is the new covenant sealed with my blood, shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
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HYMN  #262  “God of the Ages”  (pages 9 below) 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” — arr. James C. Kasen Mark Cole, organ 
 

  ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 
 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN! Please be in touch if you have news to share 

or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR FEBRUARY 7: 

Prelude – “This is My Father's World,” arr. Franklin D. Ashdown 

TERRA BEATA was originally a traditional English folk tune, a variant of which, entitled RUSPER, appeared 

in the English Hymnal, 1906. Franklin L. Sheppard (b. Philadelphia, 1852; d. Germantown, PA, 1930) 

arranged the tune for Babcock’s text and published it in the Presbyterian church school hymnal Alleluia 

(1915). Franklin D. Ashdown (b. 1942) is a composer and medical doctor, who has pursued dual careers for the 

past three decades. Ashdown is a widely-published composer of organ and choral music. 
 

Meditation on SANDON, arr. Mark Cole 

This hymn, “God of Our Life,” authored by Hugh Thompson Kerr (1872–1950) is composed of three 

verses, each one a prayer.  The first verse proclaims that God is God our of lives, who brought us through 

the past and blesses us in the present.  The second verse focuses on God as God of the past and asks God to 

continue to guide us in our journey of faith.  The third verse proclaims that God is God of the future, asking 

that God would never leave us and would be “our heart’s true home when all our years have sped.” 
 

Anthem – “Romance for Trombone and Piano,” William Grant Stills 

This morning, we welcome Matthew Vaughn as he plays this beautiful work by William Grant Stills (1895 – 

1978). Stills was a prolific American composer and conductor, born in Mississippi where he was raised by his 

mother and grandmother. He initially studied medicine at Wilberforce University in Ohio before transferring 

to Oberlin Conservatory of Music to study composition. After Oberlin, Stills studied under George Whitefield 

Chadwick at the New England Conservatory of Music and later under Edgard Varèse during the latter’s most 

radical avant-garde period. Often referred to as the "Dean of Afro-American Composers," Stills was the first 

American composer to have an opera produced by the New York City Opera. Stills is best known for his first 

symphony, Afro-American Symphony (1930), which was, until 1950, the most widely-performed symphony 

composed by an American. Also of note, Stills was the first African American to conduct a major American 

symphony orchestra, the first to have a symphony (his first symphony) performed by a leading orchestra, the 

first to have an opera performed by a major opera company, and the first to have an opera performed on 

national television. 

 Reintroducing Matthew Vaughn: Matthew Vaughn is Co-Principal Trombone of the Philadelphia 

Orchestra. He has performed with many ensembles, including Los Angeles Philharmonic, Dallas Symphony, 

Atlanta Symphony, San Antonio Symphony, National Symphony and the United States Air Force Concert 

Band in Washington, D.C. He is frequently in demand as a soloist and clinician, and teaches at the Curtis 

Institute of Music and Temple University in Philadelphia. 
 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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Hymn – “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand,” #262 

Many American patriotic hymns extol the beauty and worth of the United States first, and treat God almost as 

an afterthought, which makes it difficult for some Christians to be comfortable singing them in the context of 

a worship service. This hymn puts God first, and is constantly addressed to Him as a prayer for the nation, 

without reference to American superiority. The second and third stanzas allude to a nation's need for God's 

law and guidance to maintain peace. 
 

Postlude – “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” arr. James C. Kasen 

This hymn has stood the test of time (over 300 years) to remain one of the most beloved praise hymns in the 

church. The last psalm in the Bible, Psalm 150, ends with this invitation: “Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.” German composer Joachim Neander gave us words to do just that when he 

wrote his most well-known hymn. James C. Kasen holds the BM and MM degrees from Brigham Young 

University. Kasen was a member of the Morman Tabernacle Choir from 1990-1995. He has published over 40 

choral arrangements and in 2016 completed his seventh volume of organ works. He currently resides in Salt Lake 

City, UT. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

LENT BEGINS ON WED., FEBRUARY 17 – The Ash Wednesday worship service will be available all 

day on February 17 on www.haddonfieldpres.org and on Facebook. The imposition of ashes will occur in the 

portico from 12-1 p.m. and 5-6 p.m. See page 10 below for full Lent and Holy Week schedule. 

  

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. Each week’s resources are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed 

page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. Hope you can join us!  

 

YOUTH GROUP does not meet today. Contact Gab Heimerling for info. or to get on the email list. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING – The Annual Meeting of the corporation will take place on Sunday, February 21 on 

Zoom immediately following worship. The Annual Report will be available on Sunday, Feb. 14. 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY FOR NOVICES – Doug is starting a new Bible study for 

anyone who has hesitated to join a Bible study or wants to try something new. The class will use a book 

called A Guide through the Old Testament and meet on 12 consecutive Mondays beginning on February 22 

at 11:30 a.m. (If that schedule is terrible for folks who want to participate, we'll re-examine during our first 

session!) The books are $15 and will be available soon! If you know you're interested and want to reserve 

one, just click here to send Doug an email. Take a chance and let the world of the Bible open up! 

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY meets next on Tuesday, February 16, at 7 p.m. for its study on the Book of 

Ephesians. Ephesians reveals many of God's wonderful truths including that we are all loved and accepted 

by Christ and saved through faith. We will go through the six chapters over a period of weeks and discuss 

what different religious teachers and pastors say about the book by Paul that discusses both God's love for 

us and how to be mature Christians. Deb Nussbaum and Jill and Tony Mascena host this Zoom study. We 

end every session with prayer concerns.  All are welcome.  If you would like the Zoom link, please contact 

the church office to be put on the Porch Study mailing list.  

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84284511344
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
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PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. Give it a try! 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The texts for 

Tuesday, February 9 are 2 Kings 2:1-12 and Mark 9:2-9. Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

IHOC MALL WALK – The 2021 Annual Mall Walk has gone hybrid! 

Join IHOC on Sunday, February 28, 2021 starting at 12:00 Noon In-

person at Voorhees Town Center OR Virtually at the location of Your 

Choice. Click here for full details or to donate. Contact Ed Hess with 

questions: (856) 428-8598 The goal is to raise $50,000 to support 

IHOC’s programs for the homeless of South Jersey. Needs are great this 

year and programs are on-going. 

 

MOVIE NIGHT, ANYONE? How about a big fat Greek movie night?! Here's something that’s just for fun 

— no work, no study, no reading — just taking a couple of hours and watching a really great movie that’s 

guaranteed to leave you feeling happy. It’s simple: 1. Sometime in the next few weeks, watch “My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding” on whatever device or streaming service you prefer. 2. Block off Tuesday, March 9, from 

7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for a Zoom conversation. That’s it. If something that folks enjoy, we’ll do it every month! 

 

AN UPDATE ON THE PATH TO CALLING A NEW SENIOR PASTOR – THE PROCESS: 

1. Mission Study: a Mission Study Team (MST) will review the Mission Study and Holy Cow survey data 

from the recent associate pastor search and update as needed. This study must be approved by West Jersey 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM). 

2. Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC): the congregation votes on a slate of candidates for the PNC put 

forth by the Nominating Committee. The PNC first completes a Ministry Information Form (MIF) to submit 

to the PCUSA for posting. Then the PNC reviews Pastor Information Forms (PIF) submitted by candidates 

interested in the job. 

3. Description and Terms of Call: at the same time as Step 2, Human Resources (HR) and the PNC write a 

position description and Terms of Call for the senior pastor position. 

4. Search and Call: PNC reviews Pastor Information Forms (PIF) submitted by interested clergy and 

moves through the numerous steps toward bringing a candidate to the congregation, following all COM and 

PCUSA call requirements. 

Where we are as of 2/7/21: Doug will submit a slate of names for the Mission Study Team for Session to 

approve at its February meeting. 

 

ST WILFRID’S – As long as it’s cold, we will be able to use more coats, but please NO clothing, other than 

coats and winter outerwear. Saturday, we distributed somewhere between 275-325 peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches. If anyone would like to help make them at home, please contact Jill Mascena at 428-7342. 

We are collecting “look like new” toys and backpacks for next September. And although it is 25 degrees, we 

will probably be collecting box fans for the heat of the summer. Other current needs are peanut butter, tuna, 

pasta, toothpaste, soap, grocery paper bags, newspaper bags, winter coats and jackets, and mittens-hats. These 

may be dropped off at the drive through after church on Sundays from 11-12 or any weekday in the bin behind 

Grace Church. Questions on volunteering or needs-please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 Or check the 

website opendoorcliniccamden.org 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org/mall-walk/
http://opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://www.interfaithhomelessoutreachcouncilsj.org
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NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE PASSAGES: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way 

from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 

the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of 

prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 

your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for 

the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 

So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, 

“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 

silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord 

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then 

Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” 

Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 

yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued 

walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
 

Mark 9:2-9  Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no 

one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  

 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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